CHAP, vin        THE MECHANICS  OF SOCIETY

tection at least of its members. Every voluntary
association exists for a particular purpose which is
its function. Government and the state exist for
the good of society. Its protection against anti-
social influences is their function. Religion and
the church exist for the protection of society from
assumed spiritual beings and to propitiate them.
From a highly philosophical point of view they have
a far deeper and more recondite function, viz., that
of antagonizing the tendency to violate the laws of
nature and jeopardize the existence of the race. The
moral and conventional codes have a similar function
to the last named. Every ethnic custom before it
passes into a mere " survival" has a purpose or func-
tion and performs it. Marriage and the family have
the supreme function of continuing the race. And
so on, to the end of the list.

All this belongs strictly to statical sociology and
shows the immense importance of the social order.
But we may go a step farther. Statics is not limited
merely to preservation and perpetuation. It also
includes growth and multiplication. So long as the
same normal function is performed by the same
structure the phenomenon is statical, although the
amount of the product be increased to any extent.
If more spindles of the same kind are introduced
into a factory whereby a greater quantity of goods
is manufactured, the function of its machinery is
the same. If by reason of favorable conditions an
organism attains an unusual growth without any